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An Array of Financial Figures

Large Enough to Stun an
s Ordinary Person.

L'rll' with the Chief Engineer of
. the Slaven Dredging

Company.

He Asveris That the Work Can Be Done
Only by American Men
and Money.

It has cost some hundreds of mill-
jons of dollars to demonstrate to Count
Ferdinand de Lesseps that stone has
not the degree of permeability posses-
sed saud. It was no trick at all to
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face of M. de Lessops appears
in the illustration accompsnying this
arijcle, and beneath it yawns that
fearful hole, the Pavama Canal. The
most daring of the world’s engineers, it
1» mournfully appropriate that his
| greatuess shonld be deomed to burial
| m the most stupoudous work that man
ever attemp For it seems tr::{v
absolute y certain that the 1
mever be completed. The money ex-
pendel to date—almost entirely from
the people of France—amounts to
1,060, u00, 000 franes (#212,000,000) and
nearly every frane has been expended.
All ‘axcept $18,600,000 psid for *e
railroad has gone into the sbyss, To
complete the excavation, the experts
say, will require R00,000,000 francs
more; to build the locks and fit up the
ports 200,000,000 francs more: and to
| provide the necessary dams and reser-
voirs 200,000,000 franes more, making
o total of &1,200,000,000 francs still to
be raised fand expended. Buf, esti-
mating the time required to complete

dig a hole through the granulated | the work at five years, the company
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COUNT PERDINAND DE LESEEPS AND THE GPEAT DITCIL

plain of Suez; but canalizing the solid
rocks of Panama is quite u different
shing. This is at last admitted by De
Leasoeps, and he now proposes to
change his work from a sea level to a
lock canal. But will the undertaking,

even in 1ts new shape, ever be a suc- |

cess? Can its promotera ever raise the
vast sums needed for its completion ?

Le Genie Curil, the most prominent
engineering periodical in France, has
an article in & recent number on the
subject of the proposed alteration in
the plan of the capal. The statistics
it presents must certainly startle the
Gallic enthusiasts who have been in-
veigled into dumping money by the
eart-load into a big ditch which prom-
ises to remain for all time “without
form and void.” Following is a syn-
opsis of statements made by this French
scientifio authority, which, by the way,
is not hostile to the enterprise:

“The five divisions into which the

line of the canal at Panama is divided
oontained at the outset 135,000,000
ounbic meters to be removed.
<omplishment, up to this time, has been

aa follows: In the first division, from |
Aspinwall westward, three-tifths of the |

wxeavation, and in the fifth division,
from Panama eastward, one-third ;
in the second and third divisions,
from Taveruvilla to Emperador, one-
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sighth ench, and in the fourth divis-
jon, L.a Cuiebra, two twenty-sevenths.
Of the total accomplishment of 30,664,
660 cubic meters ot of the 155,0 0,000
t0 be extracted 19,066,606 comes from
the Atlantic and Pacifie sections, where
the earth is soft and the dredges en-
sounter no serions obstacles. From

the three'central and difi ult divisions | cvremonies incident to the opening of | tions the ladies whom Carlyle niek-

11,000,000 eubic meters have been ex-

tracted, after seven yoary' operations, |
Even | the

and out of a total of b, 00,000,
if the substitution of a canal with locks
shonld redoce the total remaining ex-
cavation in these sactions to 40,000,600
cubic moters, ns claimed by the com-
¥, it woull require twoenty-five years

to eomplete the work at the same rate
of ress.  In that time. even at the
t rate, the aggregate interest of
existing debt, uncompounded,
would amount £5 00,000,000, and the
world would Yave, for the requirements

The ac- |

leaders of the great euterprise,

| will have paid . 65,000,000 francs of
| interest on its obligati ns, which makes
a total of 1,56G5H,000,000 irancs to be
|added to the 1.000,000,000 already
| gone—an aggregate of 2,625,000,000
francs!

And even this is not all.

In order to raise 1,960,000,000 francs
the company has had to issue obliga-
tions amounnting to 1,67 ,500,000

francs, and if the additional 1,565,000,-
{000 required shonld be raised on sim-
| ilar terms, the total obl gations wounld

be 4,121,504,000) [raves, or $817,-
| T8, 500!

| But this total, enormous as it is, is
| deduced in the muin from the figures
most recently stated

Tested by results, his figures must be
| multiplied. His original estimate for
the entire cost of the canal was $120,-
000,000, which be raised; after that
sum gave out, he inoreased his esti-
mate to £214,000,000, then to £240,000,-
000, and finally to £300,000,000, where
he stopped.

The two greatest obstacles to the
work are the peculiar hill section of
the isthmus eallad the Cuiebra, which
is formed of greasy clay that slides,
| and the Chagres River, which the

| whizh is often converted into a resist-
{less torrent by the heavy rainfall.
The deadly climate is another obstacle,
but high wages have kopt the force of
men and officers at a tolal exceeding
1,00 the dead being rapidly re-
placed. It is here intercsting to note
that the prineipal hosp'tal maintained
by the company has cost over $530,000.

LETTER FROM ASP.NWALL.
An Interview with Oune of the Contractors
on the Great Diteh.
|From the Boston Globe,
Asprinwary, April 10,
The great (uestion which interests
everybody at Aspinwall, Pauama, and
all over the Isthmua, is the one in con-
nection with the opening of the Panama
Canal
Count Ferdinand De
named 1590 as the yesr when he in-
tends to sail across his waler route
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by De Lesseps. |

canal crosses twenty-eicht times. and |
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the stockholders of the company., For'
that matter, the canal is to- just as
iar from being opensd as it was two
years Our work bere is progress-
ing rapidly, and we iutend to complete
the same as reuired ‘us per gon-
tract this 1th ia« le't for
us to do now is to excavate the portion
see here before you between the
ingler and the City of Paris, and

then we will have to go over the en-,

tire route once ‘more, commeucing at
Colon snd working up to Bohio, in
order to make the casal nine metres
deep. The mean trouble with the en-
terpriso lies in its managemeut, and I
am willing to say that De Lesseps will
never finish the canal.”

“Can the canal be finished at all?”

“Certainly. There is nothing on the
whole route, no engineering difficulties
so great that they could not be over-
come, Let De Lesseps step out and a
respectable business concern take
charge of the work, and I can see no
reason why this canal could not be
completed within four or five years."

“All that is wanted down here now,"
said Mr. Germann, “is an American
company with American capital at the
head of the concern, and the Panama
canal will be the great canal of the
world, I know that De Lessops him-
self 18 no engineer; he is a finaneier,
and the old man would gladly give his
last dollar to have this canal finished;
{'es. he would take the coat from his

ack if he thought that by doing so he
would push the cana! work along. But
he is surrounded by a number of his
advisers who lead him on, and thereby
enrich themselves, while at the same
time they ruin the reputation of Count
Ferdinand De Lesseps,”

From personal observation, as well
as goodl information,obtained during my
stay along the Isthmus of Panawa, I
have come to the conelusion that ull
the engineering difliculties can be over-
come, and that the Panama eanal
could be finished within four or five
| yvears, provided the present manage-
| ment would step out and leave the fin-

ishing of the great water route to some
| good company, Gus. C. RorpER,

| Some Interesting Points Anent
| That Man on Horse-

} back.
|

Those Whe Come In Personal Contiact
with Him Charmed by His
Manners.

| Ttis curious to note the ceaseless in-

terest with which the world follows
French history and politics. Events
in I aris echo round the world in a way
commanded by the incidents of no other
metropol s. Mr. Frederic Harrison,
who, Like all the Positivists, regards
France with something like fiiial love,
contrasted the congueror and the con-
quered in 1571; all eves, he said, were
fixed on Paris, nore on Berlin; the
vanquisiied was the object of attention,
not the vietor,
the inference he drew—the stiperiority
of the French over the Gepnuns—was
uot just. France is an/ interesting
country because of its fontrasts. It
does by short leaps aud bouonds what in
other lands is achuleved after centnries,
or at least generations, of growth and
development. In 1780 France leaped
from the England of the Tudors to a
| point far beyond the England of the
Cinelphs,  Tha suddenness of the
change was fascinating in  itself.
Principles of political liberty which
had been taught soberly and car-
ried out wsensibly: in FEngland a
century before were suddenly flashed
upon Enrope by men of wit writing in
a language known by every aristocracy
in ¢very court; they were not new to
ux, but they were new to Italians, Ger-
| mans, Spaniards, and Danes. There
is another cause for the attractiveuess
of I'rance. She resembles among na-
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It was quite Atrune, but |

rage
Paris; what marc )
way hurl her across the Rhine.

Gen. Boulanger is the popular idol
of the mercurial Frouchmen at the
present bour, and is unguestionably
the most conspi uons flgure in
public. We present herewith a most
excellent picture of him, reproduced
from a faithful photograph. 'The tien-
erdl ia now just 50 years old. He is
noted for
more than suy other Frenchman is the
idol and the especial hero of the ladies.
No one else can open & fan or remove
a lady's cloak or mouut a restless horse
in so graceful and charming & way,
and the same qualities are said to char-
ncterize all his military actions, A
recent letfer from Paris has this enter-
taining gossip about this much dis-
cussed man:

Boulanger! General dela reclame! is still
the popu.ar ery, sod the eiectric idea with
which the stmuosphere of Faris 18 charged,
weiles u correspondeat of the Pall sl
Guzette, Evory vnoe is diseassing Boulauger.
But ) notise that whila the leslers srs more
or lasa excitel the poople geuerally are tran-
qu:l.  Poulangism i+ not a fover Li 1s &
siroag bolif in & personulity, a confidence
Boulangor's meritaand in bis future, miogled
with an indigoation which is not at all bys-
terical, but only persistent and determinod,
at the treatmont whioh he has recoived,

I am living o the same hotel with the Gen.
ersl. Itis tho Hotel du lLouvre Sudlealy
through tbe botel & whisper runs: “M, e
General descend. 11 va monter & ocheval”
The famous black charger, lod by the Geper-
al's servant, s loed into the court of the hotel

MARLAN HARLAND,

—into the very ecourt, mind youn, where no
vehiole or horse of any other mortal i over
sdmised

M. lo General comes down.stairs All the
windows of the hotel which look onto the
court are erowded —erowd ] with guosis, mes-
wioura ot mesdames, crowilad with garconsand
Jewemes de chambre, A pago hl‘lhﬂ‘ s woodsn
stool for the General to mount from. The
General nppsard in Eoglish riding eostume,
he monnts, ail the crowd m the court salute
him reapactfuily, he r ds forth, and we dis.
perso with a feeung that “Viva Boulanger® is
inthe air., An emivent Eonglish politician,
who is in Paris to-day, said w me: “Boulan-
| gor enjors a marvelons persopal gm]. n arty,

and I mink he dosorves it. 1 hnve been iu the
| habit of putting up at this hotel for years, and
s bas ofren been bere at the same time. The
enthnsiasm of #11 the botel psople for him ia
nnbound «d He wins tlils pu;.nlllt‘y by his
aminbility ana absene? of ‘awagyer.’

“The best informed people think that ha
lias not the remo’est desire to make himself
aictator or to make bimself anytlung. Poul-
tica he does not underatand In the least. bBut

of judging, is this: He saw that what the

French army neoded was to be put in good

| leart, and & feol the old esprit de corps, which
had basn damped Ly a Joug, inglorious pesce,
For this reason he aseumed all his stvie as

| goneral—the black chargar, th gzling uni.

{ forny.  He said, in effect: ‘The army wanta

| a little ancouragament,
ita apokesman, ita reprossntative Aud at the
same time I atsll show mysolf bonwes niine on
all ocoamiona, and creats Bome \urun!:. ®iVni
hope, some anthnsinem in the srmy and i
the seotimonts of the psopla towara it This
ia my role.  [oonflne myself to it'"

In fact, tha motto of Gen. Boulanger ia in
the words ho repeata a thousand times and is
pnovar tirad of repoating, the wordls ho re-
poated to moe when 1 oterviewed lum: “Si

| jo vou'nia lo guerrs, fo rorais un fou; s j» ne
| m'y proparals pas, je sorais un miserable ™

Is Banlanger Another Napoloaon.
For or against Boulanger. Thus the

French republic seems to be politically
divided at present, says an exchange.
\ . ’ Ny b, i
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[ esseps has |

| from ocean to ocean, but it is very

| doubtful whether Ferdinand believes
in his prophbecy.

M. Jaequier, Director General of
the Panama Canal Company, stationed
a! Panama, declines to speak on the
subject except when closely questioned
by admiring Frenchmen, and then, of
course, he joivs in and with enthusiasm
shouts 1»%0,

M. 8t. Anne, chiel engineer of the |
French company, however, does not
sgree wth his superiors, and told me
that he expected to be present ot the |

the Panama Canal in 1894, |
Frank Germann, Chief Engineer of
American Dredgng Company |
(Blaven & Co. ), goes sull further, and
states that the Panama Canal can |
never be a canal as long as De Lesseps
and his associates are the re ized
nt at
the same time peoints out that the |
eanal conld be finished within four or |
five years from date if American en-
ineers wonld undertake its mnugo-l
meat. I
I asked Mr. Germann to give me h's |

| of pain, fascinate readers ns

OF

named “high-class mnfortunates,” She
is always committing indiseretions./ In
any socal cirele, the steady matroy or
the happy maid offers little to the pon
of the poet, the novelist, or the dra-
matist; but when impulse, accidendt, or
calamity drives & woman or girl from
the shade and shelter of home, then
her emotions, ler adventures, her
hours of fleeting plossure, her genance
ey fol-
g“ lhl:ul::on ILescaut, & Carmn, or a

appho through vicissitudes sor-
row, Thatis the characte isfh: of the
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Th_o ;lanu (eneral, with scars to |

prove his every battle;"” the “piotur-
oaque Genersl, with scores of decora-
tions on his bresst;” the “persecuted
General,” roduced from active com-
mand because of dangerous populari-
ty: the “people’s General,” as opposed
to the Uovernmoent of France, which
he has defled and ontfnced, Boulanger
is the god of the masses. At a
word feom his lips there would be a
revolution.

The moderate Republicans, the Op-

rtunists, the Parlisamentary Royal-

ts, and the followers of Clemencesu

To- |

grace aud gallantry, and |

lits groat merit, in the view of those capable |

I aball make mysalf |
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' his nmdmy cast
him wherever elections occur through-
out the country.

Such wlarity is without prece-
dent. Bouilaoger seems practically the

master of France. It remains to be

seen what use e will make of his
power.

Boulunger Opposes Aggrossion,
A recent cable dispateh from Paris
| says that “Gen, Boulanger has written
& letter protesting t the warlike
| ideas that have Leen attributed to him.
He wishes now to declare distinetly
; that Democratic France is maliguned by
| being credited with thoughts of aggres-
sion, to whi h he has ever been, and
still remains, resolutely opposed.”

GILMORE.

Portralt und Sketeh of the Great
Luader,

Patrick Sarsfield Gilmore, probably

the most renowned and certsinly the

Baund

States, was born near Dublin, Ireland,
Dec. 28, 1529, At the age of 15 he
connected himself with military bands,
and at once showed a remarkable tal-
ent and aptitnde. So well was the
youngster thounght of that he was taken
to Canada along with a crack Enghsh
band. After that engagement was at
an end he went to Salem, Mass.,
and became leader of a bLand there.
He soon found, however, that his tal-
ents demanded a wider field, and he
went to Boston, Massachusetts, whera
he orgsnized “Gilmore's Bend,” and
made such a success therewith that he
was enabled to make an extensive and
successful tour of the various cities of
the country., In 1861 he accompanied
the Twenty-fourth Massachinsetts Regi-
ment to the field, and in 1564 was
placed in charge of all the bands in
Louisiana by General Dagks. He
originated monster concerts in this
country, and was the projector of the
great “I’«ace Jubilee,” held in Boston
in 1586-72, and published an account of
the first thereof. This account was
published at Boston in the year 1871,
Seven years after the latter date he
made a European tour with his band,
and created quite a furor in the large
cities there. He is now Bandmaster
of the Twenty-secoud Regiment Na-
tional Guards of the State of New
York. Bandmaster (iilmore has com-
posed and revised many marches and
songs, the most renowned being hia
American National Hymn.

MARIAN HARLAND,

Fortrait and Drief Sketelh of a Familinr
Artist.

The name of Marian Harland, the
authoress, has long been a familiar one
in literarv circles, and from her pen,
which is guided by s gentle, firm hand,
and wielded by s firmer brain, have
emanated some of the purest senti-
ments of modern literature. Marian
Harland is one of the busiest women
of our country to-day. Whils con-
ducting the household department for
a syndicate of fifteen papers, she, in
addition to this, does editorial work in
Babylhood and is completing a com-
panion volume to her “Judith.” 'lhe
new book is to be entitled “In O!d Vir-
ginia,” and its success 1s warranted to
equal if not surpass that of its prede-
cessors A hounsehold manual enti-
tled “Home Making and Housekeep-
ing" is also to be issued from
her publisher within a short time.
Marion Harland's golden secret of
success in literature lies in the
open, unaffected way in which the ex-
{wauionn of sentiment, coutained in
ier writings, appeal to her readers,
carrying them on from page to page
with an ever-increasing interest to the
finis. She is & sensible, middle-aged
woman, with a motherly way about
her which emanates from a deep, sin-
cere kindheartedness which results in
winning the affections of all who come
in contact with her, endearing her to
all hearts. Her appearance is one of
plainness coupled witl a predominat-
| ing sense of neatness, which pervades
her whole person, her toilets being not
at all ealenlated to win the eves of an
admiring fashion advocate. lHer sin-
cere kindliness of disposition, which
lies at the root of many of her actions,
enables her to do and say the right
thing at tne right time and place, giv-
ing discreetly the advice which is so
abundantly sought after and asked of
her.

Pror, SimuLen brings forward the
somewhat planaible theory that the
hasis of diamond formation is Liguid or
liguefied carbolic aeid. Indeed, facts
observed by different savants tend to
show, it s said, the presenoo of this
agent in the coating of the most valua-
ble gems. Upon the burstinz of such
orystals there are often found to oceur
two liguids in the carities, the one be-
having like water, the other like liguid
carbonic acid. Un one oceasion, in-
deed, it was observed that the liguid
in n quartz erystal, which was dashed
to pieces, scattered its contenta around
with a great noise, burning loles in
the handkerchief wound around the
hands of the experimenter. The acid
content itself had disappeared. Under
these circumstances M, Simmler argues
that, if carbon be soluble in liguid
carbonie acid, it would then only be
necessary to sub‘ect thesolvent to slow
evaporation. The earbon wonld there-
by be deposited, and, by taking proper
care, assume erystalline forms, and in
evaporating quickly the so-called black
diamond, which, iu the state of pow-
der, is much used for t:lhhin . the
color!ess diamond might produced.
| Though the liguid in question has

sis, the formation of lignid earbonie

acid in the interior of our globe may,
| it is admitted, be considored as highly
| probable.

|  Fon some time past the builders in
| Germany have resorted to the use of
| & componition of cork, sand asd lime,
 molded into bricks, for the con-
| struction of light partition walls. Thia
|is said tor exclude sound better than
| ordinary brickwork, while: being light
' -nlt}“ a good non-conductor of hest and
o

best known band leader in the United |

never been subjected to chemical analy- |

Fon long, long years I'vo kept my books
Away {rom sight of wan;

But he who on this column louks
Muy resd it if be can

Dinonrd your so-called knowlodge now—
Begin again anew ;

From words below, in wisdom grow,
For what I write is true.

Auap—A news reporter.

Baxp—An imitation of & cat corral
in flames.

CouLEaE-—An institotion for train-
ing young men to kick s foot-ball in
Homeric Greek fashion,

DunpLiNus—Boarding-house cannon
balls,

Err—A debtor.

Fanumrr—A vegetable juggler,
Grerks—OI1d resideut in Limerick.

Hearr—A bust padding of flint,
' worn by fashionable female flirts.

Isaac—Avuncular relative of every-
one save himself.

Jester—The obituary editor on the
London Punch.

Kis—Conventional sponges.

Lapy—The boss of the kitchen, who
sits around the Louse while the family
Linstle for grub. :

Mar—A design made by industrious
cockroaches, who bathe m ink, then
crawl over paper in war times for
James Gordon Bennett to have their
tracks photographed as a startling
sample of the progressiveness of
New York Herald. Usnally labeled,
“Surveyed by your correspondent on
the spot.” Spot, 3,000 square miles.

NEWsSPAPER—A dsily magnifier ol
horrors, calamities and scandal.

Orraropria—Spanish for boarding-
house soup.

Post—A boy half started on an un-
willing errand.

Quaomme—Editorial ink.

Requiesm—A humorons anthem said
over the skeleton of d.ceased mews-
paper men,

SipEsoArRps—Little knots of hair
worn in frout of the ears to hold up the
cheek of bashful drummers.

TanLe-p"BoTE—"0orhouse soup form.

Us—Not you.

Vorp—A nothingness in the Lead of
the rhyming san: tum-bore.

Wurus—What we have when writ-
ing this column.

XysTER—An instrument for scraping
the inside of a poet's skull,

Yes—A word that makes a man fesl
disappointed when his heart's choice
fails to utter it, and mukes him doubly
disappointed in her in alfter years, uf
she does utler it

Zrrerto—What readers of this col-
uwn may occasionally be obliged to in-
stitute, - T

Thae Etiquaite of Parting.

The social etiquette that regulates
the time n young man will tear himself
away from his very best girl is not so
rigid in the rural districts as in the
city, When the clock hands swing
around toward ten and the pretty
maiden Ly Lis side reminds him of the
fact, the city swain goes home. Not so
the vouth in the rural district. Toward
11 o'clock his Janie says:

“Do vou know what time it is, Ned
Bangs ?”

“Course I do,” he replies, amartly.

“Well, I guess you'd better put out
for home."

“W liat's the rush ?”

“I'd say “rush’ il I were youn, when
it's most midnight.”

1 don’t care if it's most midnight.”

“Well, I do, and yon shan't stay here
one second a'ter midnight.”

“Bot you a cookie 1 do.”

“No you shan't. 11l call pa, see il I
don’t.

“ih, yes, you will."

“You'll see.”

“I'll risk it.” _
“Oh, you've perfectly horrid!
yon get your hat and clear ont.”

“uh, pshaw ] you'd be mad if T did.”

“You wretefl¥ You've got to go right
awny, ‘or saying that.”

“You don’t say so.”

“l do, too; und I-I—if you dare
kiss me again!”

He dares,

“Ob, oh, oh! Youn are the meancst
fellow. 1've n notion to box your
enrs.”

“Box away.”

“When are you going home?"

“When I get a good ready.™

“Pa'll atart you if he comes in.*

“He won't come in."

“Don't be too sure of that. If ma
soes the light she'll scold.”

“Let's put it ont,

“No, you shun't!
vourself out,”

“See if I do.”

“You'll sit here with the eat thon.
shau’t keep you company.® _ «°°
“I'ooh! A team of horses couldn’s
drag vou away." ,

“Ol, you horrid, horrid thing!”

But it is midoight before he goes, all
the same, and he hasn't had to sit wish
the cat esther.— Tidl-Hila.

A Fatal Omls-tlou.

Old Man (to daughter)—Clara, Id's-
covered Nero lying dead in the yard
this morning.

Daunghter—I am very sorry, papa,
but I can not help it. You knew very
well that young Mr. Harvard was com-
ing to see mo lust night, and you shoald
hiave tied tho dog out of harm's way,—
New York Sun,

Tnr Dbatile of Agincourt, where
Henry V. of England, with abouk
000 men, defextod sbout ﬂ‘iﬂ‘e
I rench, took place Oet, i"" 1415,
village of Agincourt, near where this
buttle was fought, and which ‘the
| contest its name, is sitaa in the

of Franoce,

Now,

You'd better put

Pl



